
and Evelyn Pierce, A.J. and 
Pearlene Segars & Mr. and Mrs. 
Curtis Scott. Funds were raised 
to purchase two overstuffed 
leather reading chairs for the 
newly renovated library.  The 
generous alumni donations of 
$1600 allowed GISD to purchase 
top of the line furniture, paid in 
full! 

The next “big” homecoming is 
scheduled for 2012. 

GISD Homecoming & All 
Class Reunion                        
Gordon ISD held it’s homecom-
ing on Oct. 9th & 10th. What a 
great blend of past and present! 
The stadium was full, the boys 
played hard and the school colors 
of black and gold were in abun-
dance.

John Cherry was elected the 
2009 Homecoming King and 
Kimberly Potter the 2009 Home-
coming Queen. 

The Gordon PTF (Parents, Teachers, 
Friends) would like to thank all for 
your support, patrons and volun-
teers alike, for making our Home-
coming Dance a success. We are well 
on our way to achieving our mone-
tary goals for the year.

Saturday’s meeting produced a 
whole new set of officers for the 
Homecoming Committee. They are: 
President-Pam McQueary,1st VP-
Sara Barron, 2nd VP-Kay Tiblets, 
Sec.-Treas.-Patsy Elkins Walton. 
Earliest class attendee: 1934 Louise 
Stoner, Longest Distance Traveled-
Eugene Stockstill 1963, Coming 
Home King-Billie Joe Fulfer 1947 
&Coming Home Queen-Pauline 
Glanton Mitchell 1948. 

Saturday’s gathering also garnered 
monetary support from the following 
alumni: Calvin and Ann Stoner, R.N. 

Gordon ISD Homecoming 2009
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Perfect Attendance & Honor Roll—1st 6-weeks

Perfect Attendance:                       
PK – Leah Brierton, J.C. Matthews, 
Heath Parsons, Zain Stanford, and 
Wyatt Whisenant.                                    
K – Destiny Adams, Orin Curry, Owen 
Curry, Mikayla DeMichele, Jose 
Estrada, Victoria Gomez, Kolby Jump, 
Hoss Rouse, Brody Scrivner, and Bai-
ley Stanford.                                             
1st    – Bailey Montelongo, Charli 
Wright, Morgan Mahan, Phillip 
McDonald, Chaycie Speck, and Ross 
Trigg.                                                              
2nd – Nathan Gonzales, Brandon 
Mahan, Mason Rust, Tristian Saxon, 
Jayce Taylor, Hannah Whisenant, and 
Tyler Wyatt.                                                      
3rd – Zane Allen, Chase Crider, Bran-
don Davis, Ramsey Fesser, Caleb 
Floyd, Sierra Jackson, Rheagen Speck, 
Jessica Swift, Jarrett Wigington, and 
Brailee Yandell.                                          
4 th – Cassidy Barfield, Sara Brierton, 
Brittany Cherry, Adrianna Estrada, 
Madison Kline, Paislea Schultea, and 
Dalton Sparks.                                        
5th – Seth Allen, Humberto Estrada, 
Riley Fesser, Noah Fredericks, Ashley 
Wyatt, Stefaney Matthews, Jessica 

Savage, Cole Sparks, Jordan Swift, and 
Kila Winn.                                                          
6th – Chance Cooper, Lindsey Crudg-
ington, Jeremy Jorgensen, Michael 
Mackey, Matthew Stockstill, Loren 
Wheeler, and Peyton Witt.                                   
7th – Tyler Bays, Gage Carrol, Chase 
Coffman, Levi Hansford, Mikael Kash, 
Brady Kline, Brittany Monelongo, and 
Tyler Reed.                                                 
8 th – Brandon Gonzales, Jordan 
Hammond, Samuel Hernandez, Tristen 
Johnson, Randi Kelleher, Lynzi Sey-
more, Laura Stockstill, and Julian Var-
gas.                                                              
9th – Emory Allen, Jennifer Ballard, 
Haley Barnes, Michael Cherry, Juanita 
Estrada, Diana Hernandez, Rheagan 
Johnson, Jessickah Lowrance, Tierra 
Matthews, Alex Montelongo, Heather 
Novak, Evodio Rodea, and Emily 
Ruppe.                                                         
10th – Kimberly Bryant, Sammy Hen-
derson, Amber Procter, Michael Sprag-
gins, Savannah Stockstill, Aaron Watts, 
and Dustin Zuyus.                                  
11th – Cheyenne Harmon, Ian Mont-
gomery, Ransom Patterson, Kimberly 
Potter, and David Vargas.                        

12th – Tesia Baugus, John Cherry, Zane 
Denny, Amber Elkins, Damon Jenkins, 
John Jorgensen, Mitchell Payne, Kylah 
Procter, Eric Schoonover, and Amanda 
Vargas.

“A” Honor Roll:                                     
1st  Grade – Ross Trigg, Faith Ruiz, and 
Caden Clark.
2nd  Grade – Mason Rust, Tristian 
Saxon, Jayce Taylor, and Hannah Whis-
enant.
3rd  Grade – Zane Allen, Isa Mills, and 
Hailee Ratliff
4 th  Grade – Cassidy Barfield, Seth Cur-
bow, Madison Kline, Magen Looney, and 
Cheyenne Wells.
5th  Grade – Kila Winn, and Seth Allen.
6th  Grade – Vanessa Grisso, Jeremy 
Jorgensen, Loren Wheeler, and Peyton 
Witt
7th  Grade – Gage Carrol.
8 th  Grade – Randi Kelleher.                            
9th  Grade – Emory Allen.                           
10th  Grade – Amber Procter, and Mi-
chael Spraggins.
11th  Grade - Kimberly Potter              
12th  Grade – Annie Bateman, Zane 
Denny, and Kimberly Glover. 
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Watch for in-
formation 
and updates 
on the upcom-
ing Gordon 
Community 
Library & Mu-
seum, the “old 
rock building” 
across from 
the post of-
fice. 

Dual Credit Classes
By Kylah Procter & Jon Hartgraves

Community News
The drive down Main St. in Gordon 

looks a little different these days. 
Improvements to our downtown 
area are being made; some are resto-
rations and some are new additions. 

It began with the restoration of the 
signage on one downtown building, 
currently the Texas Windmill Café. 
The senior class of 2009 repainted 
the  “Morning-Noon-Night WAMBA 
Coffee”  sign back in May.  They also 
planted shrubs and flowers in the 
City Park and in planters in front of 
several businesses on Main St. Since 
then, other community members have 
also lent their time and talent to the 
restoration and beautification project. 

The 25 X 50  foot mural on the side of 
the building across from the bank is 
one of the largest and most noticeable 
improvements to date. Lillie Petty 
came up with the idea for the mural, 
and many community members lent a 
helping hand in creating this beautiful 
work of art. 

Three local artists in particular are to 
be commended for their time and ef-
forts on this gigantic project. Bonnie 
Dixon, Margie Johnson and Johnnie 
Goodwin all spent countless hours in 
the blazing summer heat creating this 
work of art. 

A little about the artists:

Bonnie Dixon has been a 
Gordon resident for 8 years.  Prior 
to that, she lived in Azle for 35 
years. Bonnie took art lessons in 
various places and through a vari-
ety of mediums. She has decided 
that oils are her favorite and she is 
known for her beautiful bluebon-
nets. She also owned an art supply 
store and taught art lessons while 
living in Azle. Another of her 
“larger” works can be seen on the 
6 X 53 foot fence beside the 
Smokestack Restaurant in Thur-
ber.

Margie Johnson has been a 
resident of Gordon for 37 years. 
Margie only took formal art les-
sons for a few months (some 30 
years ago), then decided that she 

preferred her own style and creative 
license. Time was also a factor, as 
she had little to spare for her 
“hobby”.  Over the years, she has 
participated in various art shows 
and has had her work displayed 
in studios, but mostly sells from 
her home. She is known for her 
unique  and incredibly detailed 
(oil) paintings of wildlife, Indian 
portraits and native Texas scen-
ery; many done on a 3X5 inch 
space in the middle of a turkey 
feather. These are matted on 

suede leather and framed under glass. 

Johnnie Goodwin was born in 
Strawn, moved about the state 
throughout her adult life, and settled 
in Thurber in 2000. She is very active 
in the Thurber Historical Society and 
has served as President for the past 10 
years.  Johnnie’s main interest is in 
doing graphic art on the computer, 
and she has created many interesting 
memorabilia pieces (on Thurber) that 
can be seen and purchased at the New 
York Hill Restaurant. 

The newest endeavor for the down-
town  Gordon project, is the addition 
of a covered seating area and land-
scaping around the mural. The weld-
ing is being done by volunteer Jon 
“Hotshot” Johnson, and the materials 
were paid for by the city of Gordon. 

students who they can see and hear 
on two-way video.

Students have several course offer-
ings to choose from.  This year, 
students are enrolled in English, 
history, college algebra, and college 
trigonometry.  If a student takes 
every possible course offered as a 
junior and senior, they can leave 
high school with 18 college credits.

One big advantage for Gordon stu-
dents is that the school district pays 
for all textbooks and if they make a 
good enough grade in the course, 
the district reimburses their tuition 
fee.  This means that the courses 
end up being free of charge to all 

Every year, juniors and seniors are 
encouraged to take classes known 
as dual credit classes. These 
classes combine high school and 
college courses into one.  Students 
earn credits in both high school 
and college upon successful com-
pletion of the classes. The way 
dual credit classes work is that 
students in classrooms at Gordon 
interact with a college professor 
through the use of two-way video 
and audio. Students are able to see 
and hear the professor and ask 
questions as if they were actually 
on the college campus.  They can 
also interact with the students 
who are taking the courses at the 
college as well as other high school 

Kylah Procter is a 
Sr. and our student 

writer this year. 
Thanks Kylah! 

“ T h e  L o n g h o r n ”

Gordon students if they make good 
grades in the class.                        
Currently there are three juniors 
and eight seniors enrolled in the 
classes, Kimberly Potter, Jenny 
Wright, Taylor VanBramer, Annie 
Bateman, John Cherry, Zane 
Denny, Kimberly Glover, John 
Jorgensen, Mitchell Payne, Kylah 
Procter, and Morenci Young.

These students have been working 
very hard all year and are doing a 
great job. We hope to see more and 
more students take advantage of 
this incredible opportunity.  If en-
rollment increases, Gordon will be 
able to add even more courses to 
the dual credit menu.



School Health     By: Cindy Clifton R.N., B.S.N.,M.Ed. Gordon ISD school nurse
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     According to many studies, asthma rates 

continue to grow among the population.  The 

number of asthma cases has tripled for chil-

dren aged 10-14 and for girls aged five to nine 

in the last few years.

     Many researchers agree that one of the 

major reasons for this growth is the continu-

ing trend toward making homes more energy-

efficient.  While preventing huge amounts of 

cool or warm air from leaking out, tightly 

closed homes prevent fresh outdoor air from 

entering.  This allows more airborne particles, 

such as pet dander, to become trapped in the 

home.

      Studies show that allergies continue to rise 

from types of allergens associated with indoor 

air, such as dander, smoke, dust, pollen, etc.  

Even the EPA concluded that indoor air is 

more polluted than outdoor air.  Its studies 

show that 11 common volatile organic com-

pounds are emitted into air during human 

activity.  Chemical concentrations are high 

indoors because people spend 90 percent of 

their lives indoors and pollutants do not di-

lute as quickly inside as they do in open air.

     To fight these indoor pollutants, several 

things can be done.  Limit the number of toxic 

chemicals in the home.  These include pesti-

cides, kitchen cleaners, and paints.  Trap as 

much of the polluted air as possible by using 

electrostatic charged furnace and air condi-

tioner filters that remove dust, mold, pollen 

and smoke.

     Another simple remedy is to simply open 

a window even, during the winter.  Get fresh 

air into the house and get that polluted air 

out.  Allow air to circulate through the house.  

Create air flow so that pollutants are not 

concentrated in just a couple of rooms.  

These simple measures should help reduce 

the number of asthma related events and 

promote better health for you and your child.

(Adapted from article “Asthma Continues to 

Grow” by Mike Virgintino in suite 101.com)

Emory Allen- Reserve 
Champion Senior Show-
manship, Reserve 
Champion Hamp Ram                                                             

Seth Allen- Reserve Cham-
pion Suffolk Ewe 

Zane Allen- 12th

place Southdown 
Ewe Lamb

Gordon FFA competed in the FFA and 4-
H Hay Judging Contest held on October 
15th.  The following team placed 
5th:  Emory Allen, Jacob Wigington, Seth 
Allen and Seth Wheeler.  Zane Allen 
competed as an individual.

State Fair of Texas Results:

FFA & 4-H News                                                                                                                   

courtesy: Patricia Allen

Elementary News
By Alesha Swofford

Some exciting changes have been made to 
reward the extra effort our students are 
putting forth in reading.  At the end of the 
semester, students will be eligible for a 
semester AR party if the student’s individ-
ual goal was met every six weeks of the 
semester and has maintained a 70% or 
higher quiz average. Each class has a chart 
tracking each student’s accomplishments 
in the elementary atrium. So if you have 
the chance, take a look at the achieve-
ments being made by our students in the 
AR program!

Elementary & Junior High UIL practice has begun!!

UIL competition will be in Huckabay on Dec. 8 for 
Elementary and 6th grade; and Dec. 9 for Junior 
High. 

The students compete in competitions featuring art, 
music, speaking, mathematics, social studies, sci-
ence and other topics.

Some of the competitions will involve a lot of extra 
studying.  Students may be bringing home study 
sheets or old tests to study.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. 
Holder.

JH & HS News
By Sherri Holder

For the AR pro-
gram, students 

must read books 
approved by the 
program guide-

lines and then test 
over them. This is 
in addition to their 
regular homework 

and reading as-
signments.  Many 

of the students 
have already read 
over 100 books to 

date!

Gordon students if they make good 

great job. We hope to see more and 



1….Daylight Savings Time Ends

3……...Election Day

6……..End of 2nd 6-weeks

9………….Begin 3rd 6-weeks

11……..Veteran’s Day

12……..Thanksgiving Lunch @ GISD

14……...FBC Harvest Festival 3-7PM

16……….District FFA Contest

17………...School Board Meeting 7:30PM

25, 26 & 27…...no school

26….Thanksgiving Day

                                                                                               
Last month I said that we would be developing strong 

work ethics in our students this year. We are striving for that now. Work 
Ethics is defined by All About Philosophy as:

“Not only how one feels about their job, career or vocation, but also how 
one does his or her job or responsibilities. This involves attitude, behavior, 
respect, communication, and interaction; how one gets along with others. 
Work ethics demonstrate many things about whom and how a person is.”

 I like this definition of work ethics because it talks not only about our hard 
work but our attitude and respect of others during work. All of these things 
mentioned are so important in the classroom. If a student is having prob-
lems with their grades you can bet that one of these things is missing. 
When talking to your student about work ethic draw references to your 
own job. For instance, if I get behind on some work it means that I need to 
spend a little more time at work to catch up. This is the same at school. If 
you have noticed a fall in grades, make sure that your student is spending 
more time with the teacher. We do tutorials for high school and junior high 
every morning at 7:45 and after school tutorials can always be arranged. 
Elementary teachers arrange morning and afternoon also. What students 
should learn about work ethics is that learning the characteristics of strong 
work ethics will help them to feel good about anything they do and be suc-
cessful.          

Calendar of Events—November

Principal’s Corner 
By David Low

The Gordon PTF (Parents, Teachers, Friends) 
group would like to thank all of the participants, 
volunteers, vendors and community members 
for making our 2009 Fall Festival such a won-
derful success! 

We had more booth/class participation this year 
than any time in the recent past. New games, old 
standards, costume and pumpkin decorating 
contests and raffles made for a fun and festive 
time for all. 

We are well on our way to meeting our monetary 
goal for the 2009-2010 school year. Our main 
project this year is to raise approximately $2000 
for PE equipment. We are also helping to fund 
the Advanced Reading (AR) program incentives.  

Your support and generosity are 

greatly appreciated! 

Notes

Gordon PTF will hold 
it’s annual Holiday 
Gift Shop on Dec. 9, 
10 & 11. Family Night 
is Thurs. 12/10.  
Come by for the gift 
shop, elementary 
holiday presentation 
& dinner . 

Gordon 4-H is raf-
fling off a Browning 
BPS Hunter Pump 
Shotgun. Tickets are 
$2 each or 3 for $5. 
Drawing will be held 
on Super Bowl Sun-
day, Feb. 7th. Tickets 
may be purchased 
through a 4-H mem-
ber. 


